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Your Majesty has done well to have written to the Nazims
of Gujerat and Malwa to co-operate with your devoted
servant to chastise the marauders (ashqia). By the
Grace of the Almighty God, your servant is hopeful that his
great exertion will be productive of good results in
the present as well as in future life. If Maharaja Abhai
Singh1 does not give protection to Baji Rao and abstains
from treacherous collusion, your servant (Nizamu'1-Mulk
himself) by the help of the Almighty will be able to destroy
and capture Baji Rao. If Abhai Singh acts in accordance
with your orders and undertakes to chastise the enemy in
his province, the faction of Baji Rao will be dispersed and he
will be absolutely ruined.2

Muhammad Khan Bangash stayed in Ujjain for a week
and then started collecting revenue in different parts of
Malwa, replacing the Maratha collectors by his own men.
He made Sironj his headquarters where he passed the rainy
season. He defeated Malhar Rao Holkar at Sarangpur and
reduced the fortress of Shahabad, the stronghold of Raja
Chhatar Singh NarvarL As he was badly in need of money
and reinforcement, he wrote to the Emperor who did not care
to pay any attention to his remonstrances. In reply Amlru'l-
Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah wrote to say that the Emperor
was very much disappointed with his achievements in Malwa.
As the Amiru'l-Umara desired his friend, Raja Jai Singh, to get
the Subedari of Malwa, he found fault with Muhammad
Khan Bangash in order to justify his friend's appointment.
This was done in disregard of the fact that Raja Jai Singh
was in sympathy and in communication with the Peshwa.
The Amiru'l-Umara probably laboured under the futile illu-
sion that Raja Jai Singh's friendship with Baji Rao might stay
the tide of Maratha aggression in Malwa. Soon, Raja Jai Singh
received an Imperial rescript informing him of his appoint-
ment to the Subedari of Malwa. It seems that Muhammad
Khan Bangash had become unpopular in the Court circles on
account of his cordial relations with Nizamu'1-Mulk.

1 He was the son of Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, who superseded Sarbuland Khan
in the Subedari of Gujerat.

2 Gulshan-i-(Ajaib.